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CERTIFICATION FOR LIBRARIANS 
—AN OUTSTANDING NEED 
By Charles H. Compton, St. Louis Public Li- 
brary, President American Library 
Association 
(In response to request from the editor of the 
Iowa Library Quarterly for a summary of his ad- 
dress at the meeting of the Iowa Library Association, 
the following paper was received from Mr. Compton 
with the explanation that it would be impossible for 
him to prepare a paper including all the points 
that were covered in his address in Des Moines as 
he had used notes only. The subject of this paper 
is one which was especially stressed by Mr. Compton 
when in Des Moines.) 


In this brief message to Iowa libra- 
rians, I am going to put emphasis on one 
thing—and one thing only—and that is 
the certification of librarians. 

At Montreal the Council of the 
American Library Association adopted 
the following resolution: 

‘*Certifieation of librarians should be pro- 
vided for by state law in.all states where it is 
now lacking, as a means of improving library 
service through raising the standard of library 
personnel and preventing the appointment of 
unqualified persons.’’ 

In my opinion, none of the provisions 
of a National Plan for Libraries is of 
greater importance. We librarians have 
been talking about certification for many 
years, but we have been slow in adopting 
certification. Only a few states, such as 
New York and Wisconsin, have complete 
systems of certification for librarians. 
When this resolution was passed by the 
A. L. A. Couneil at Montreal there was, 
as I recall, no discussion whatsoever 
about it. This I take it indicates that 
librarians generally are in favor of cer- 
tification. However, I have found in 
private conversation with them that 
there are still some who have doubts 
about the need of it. I believe, however, 
they are in the minority. 

John Dewey says that 
tendency toward action.’’ Evidently, 
as regards certification, we need to 
strengthen our faith and get into action 
for the situation which faces the library 
profession today as regards its personnel 
demands action. Three thousand trained 
librarians are now unemployed. In 
many cases positions are not being filled 
by librarians having the best qualifica- 
tions, but they are being filled by per- 
sons on the grounds that they need the 
work. All other professions—medicine, 
law, ete—are duly certified and society 
is protected thereby. Society even pro- 


‘*Faith is a 


tects itself by requiring barbers and 
beauticians to be certified before they 
are engaged in their occupations. 

What is a librarian today? A }. 
brarian may be a person who has the 
highest degrees in academic and library 
subjects and who has had the best of 
library experience. Or a librarian may 
be a person without any academie or 
professional training, without any ex- 
perience, and without any personal 
qualifications, but if she has the right 
pull and has been appointed day before 
yesterday and holds a library position, 
she is in the eyes of the law a librarian, 
Certification is no cure-all. It certainly 
would do much to raise the standards 
of the library profession and to make 
our standards more uniform. 

In the A. L. A. plan we find the fol- 
lowing qualifications laid down for l- 
brarians : 

‘*The service of the intellectual and eultural 
interests of the American people through i- 
braries requires large numbers of educated men 
and women with good personality and special 
training. They must understand people as well 
as books. They should know something about 
the reading interests and habits of their public, 


They must know how to share with people their 
Readers’ ad- 


knowledge of books and subjects. 
visory service should be greatly extended #0 
that all readers may have an opportunity to use 


such service. The librarian who works with the 
general reader must be something of a sociol- 
ogist, psychologist, and practical student of 
community life. He must be trained to work 
with individuals of many different kinds, The 
librarian who works with scholars must be 4 
scholar himself.’’ 

These qualifications are none too high 
for the library in the future. We must 
have better salaries in the library pro 
fession if we are to attract young women 
and men who meet these requirements. 
Moreover, if we are to attract such 
young men and young women into the 
profession, certainly we must, as far @& 
lies within our power, protect them 
against the appointment of persons 
lacking in suitable qualifications. One 
way we could do this is through proper 
certification laws. : 

A certification law in every state 8 
no easy matter to secure. I hope very. 
definite progress will be made to this end 
during the 1935 sessions of state 
tures. What can be done in lowa 
what should be done, you know @ 
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better than I do and I am not in any 
way suggesting what you should do. I 
am merely pointing out a need, leaving 
it to you to do what seems best at this 
time. You are fortunate in having in 
lowa a system of voluntary certification 
for librarians because that makes the 
step easier to certification by law. 

| should like to add that I hope you 
will make use of A. L. A. Headquarters 
if you decide to try to get a certification 
law passed in Iowa. The Board of Edu- 
eation for Librarianship has sent to all 
state associations and state library agen- 
cies a digest of the main provision that 
should be included in a certification law. 

In closing I wish again to repeat the 
quotation from John Dewey that ‘* Faith 
is a tendency toward action.’’ Let us 
increase our faith in libraries and 
strengthen our action in ways that will 
strengthen our personnel. 


PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS* 
Mary Bell Nethercut 


This vear has been one that has 
brought forth the resourcefulness of li- 
brarians. With the income from taxes 
decreased and less money to purchase 
books or pay salaries, our state statisties 
show an increase in the number of books 
circulated. These are the figures for 
the year ending Mareh 31, 1932, 
9,374,000; March, 1933, 9,449,000; 
March, 1934, 11,384,000. 

It is true these figures do not tell us 
whether the increase has been in the 
number of books borrowed by each per- 
son or new borrowers. However the ex- 
perience of many librarians tells us of 
persons using the library who never be- 
fore have ventured within its doors. He 
may have been forced in, desperately 
seeking escape from his worries, or he 
may have come to seek information to 
obtain another job, but in many eases he 
remained to read in order that he might 
grow and learn to live a more abundant 
life or because his love of the beautiful 
mart and poetry had been satisfied. 

At our sectional meetings in the 
spring, the topie for roll call was ‘‘ How 

ve you revitalized your old books?’’ 
and showed clearly the many ways 


__ 


“Given at Des Moines October 11, 1934. 


which the librarian creates to get the 
right books into the hands of her pa- 
trons. Each librarian has been forced 
to solve her own problem with little pre- 
cedent to help her. 

Through the help of the C. W. A. 
workers nearly every publie library and 
publie institution in the state has been 
cleaned and painted. Many repairs 
have been made with the result that the 
libraries stand forth as places of cleanli- 
ness and beauty. This of itself is some 
thing to have attained. The universi- 
ties and colleges have benefited through 
S.R.E. or Student Relief Employment, 
by clerical and mechanical aid of stu- 
dents, making possible the accomplish 
ment of many tasks that otherwise 
could not have been done. 

The expression often applied to li- 
brarians, that they are in the work for 
the service they can give to their com- 
munities, (certainly it is not for the sal- 
aries they are paid) has been more true 
than ever this year. Perhaps the fact 
that the librarian is in a position to see 
farther and more clearly the need of 
such service makes her the more willing 
to give it. 

Mr. Bryson has told us many times in 
Des Moines, and summed it up in his 
‘*Treason of the Liberals’’ given at the 
Montreal Conference, that in a demoe- 
racy is the hope of the world because 
although it may not be the most efficient 
performance of government, yet it is the 
only form of government that allows 
the highest purposes of the governed to 
be achieved, the development of the mass 
through the evolution of the individual. 

In the eondition of countries of 
Europe, as we are informed, utter disre- 
gard of the rights of the individual ex- 
ists, while in America, and to a large 
extent in England, the individual is al- 
lowed freedom to grow as he wishes. 

The libraries, perhaps more than any 
other pubtie institution, may help make 
Democracy lasting. They are free, open 
to all, without elass or creed distinction, 
and there is little censorship of books or 
restraint in the choice of reading. 

Unlike the publie schools, the library 
is a place where people of all ages may 
gather and pursue their own interests. 
We can see the time approaching when 
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every person will have more time outside 
than which is required for making a liv- 
ing, and the way in which this time is 
spent, is an important factor in the life 
of the community. It is hoped that the 
interest in reading and thinking, as well 
as the love of art and music, may take 
their places for the development of the 
better side of human nature along with 
other forms of amusement less bene- 
ficial. Librarians in the libraries of the 
country may help in suggesting reading 
and guiding the course of these individ- 
uals who make up the masses of this 
great nation. 

So that proceeding from the libraries 
during these unusual years, which give 
us so many lessons to learn and offer so 
little guidance in the solving of puz- 
zles, may come positive forces for keep- 
ing the balance and finding the way. 


IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Des Moines Meeting, 1934 

The Iowa Library Association held its 
thirty-fourth annual meeting in Des 
Moines, October 11-13, 1934, with the 
Savery Hotel as headquarters. There 
was a total attendance of 240 members 
including librarians, trustees, and vis- 
itors. 

The registration began on Thursday 
morning on the mezzanine floor, where 
the exhibits of book sellers and book 
binders were also placed. 

The opening session was held in the 
ball room, Thursday afternoon at two 
o’clock with Mary Bell Nethereut, presi- 
dent, presiding. A cordial weleome was 
given by Mayor Dwight N. Lewis, in 
which he stressed the importance of li- 
braries in a community. An address of 
welcome was also given by Lelia S. Wil- 
son, president of the Des Moines Library 
Club, assuring the visitors of the pride 
and pleasure of the club in having this 
meeting in Des Moines. May B. Ditch, 
Ist vice president of the Iowa Library 
Association, responded to these ad- 
dresses of welcome in a pleasing manner. 

Following Miss Ditch’s response, came 
the president’s address. (Printed else- 
where in this number). 

It was a matter of considerable inter- 
est and pride to the members of the Iowa 
Library Association that Charles D. 





Compton of the St. Louis Publie Lj. 
brary, president of the American 
Library Association, was present 
throughout the conference and took part 
at several meetings. The subject of Mr. 
Compton’s address on this occasion wag 
**Putting the National Plan to Work.” 
(It is hoped that an extract from this 
paper may be printed in the Quarterly, 
if not in this number, at least later), 

Following Mr. Compton’s address 
came an address by Dr. D. W. More. 
house, president of Drake University, 
on ‘‘Reading, an Index to Character.” 
Dr. Morehouse said he felt it was like 
carrying coals to Neweastle to talk to 
librarians on this subject, but his talk 
proved an inspiring one. 

This closed the program and the presi- 
dent announced her committees and also 
the meeting for the evening. 

Committee on resolutions, Mrs. Fran- 
ees K. Byers, Charles City, chairman; 
Martha M. Guenther, Mt. Pleasant, and 
Gypsie Patton, Newton. 

Mrs. Dorothy M. Higbie, librarian, 
Cornell College, reported for the nom- 
inating committee. 

At six-thirty o’clock the dinner of the 
Iowa Library Summer School was held 
in the Savery Hotel Club Room. : 


Thursday Evening 


The second session was held in the Des 
Moines Public Library Auditorium at 
eight o’clock. 

An address of welcome was given by 
Forrest B. Spaulding, librarian, not only 
a welcome, but an invitation to remain 
after the program to see the pictures and 
books on display and for a social time. 

The program, ‘‘Iowa as Seen by Iowa 
Authors,’’ consisting of readings and 
music, was presented by Francis Asbury 
Robinson and was most artistic and very 
much enjoyed. 

Following this, Mary Bell Nethereut 
presented the Iowa Library Association 
Plaque to Johnson Brigham, State Lt 
brarian, whose ‘‘ Youth of Old Age’’ was 
adjudged Iowa’s outstanding con 
tion to literature during the year from 
September 1, 1933-September 1, 1934 

There was no doubt as to the pleasure 
of the audience at this decision, and Mt. 
Brigham received an ovation as he row 
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to accept the plaque. Mr. Brigham’s 
response showed how deeply he appre- 
ciated the honor given to him, and also 
the love and appreciation he felt for the 
lowa Library Association. He remem- 
bered the many occasions in which he 
had been given courtesies and honors, 
speaking of his life membership in the 
American Library Association, of his 
presidency of the Iowa Library Associa- 
tion, and of his being honored in serving 
as honorary president at the present 
time. 

A reception followed, given by the 
staff of ihe Des Moines Public Library 
to the Iowa authors and to the Iowa Li- 
brary Association. Dainty refreshments 
were served from beautifully appointed 
tables in the foyer of the library, and 
proved a most enjoyable occasion. 

Friday Morning 

The business meeting was held in the 
Club Room of the Savery Hotel at nine 
o'clock, with Miss Nethereut presiding. 
In opening the meeting, Miss Nethercut 
spoke of the pleasant acquaintances the 
office of president of the lowa Library 
Association had given her, of seeing the 
I. L. A. as a whole and not as a part, 
and of her enjoyment in going about the 
state to the district meetings. 

On motion it was voted to send greet- 
ings to the two honorary members of 
the I. L. A., Alice S. Tyler*, and Mary 
Aileen Ahern, and also to the Wisconsin 
Library Association, then in session in 
Milwaukee. 

Inasmuch as the minutes of the 1933 
meeting had appeared in the Jowa Li- 
brary Quarterly, their reading was 
omitted. 

The report of the treasurer, Mrs. H. T. 
Holeck, was given. (This will be printed 
elsewhere in the Quarterly). The re- 
ports of the committees on extension and 
publicity were omitted. 

Miss Pike reported for the committee 
® membership that letters had been 
sent to all delinquents with the result 
that there were more paid members this 
year than last. 

Miss Robinson gave a report of the 
lowa Library Commission, but said it 


ee ee 

* — 

Letters of thanks and appreciation were received 
from both Miss Tyler and Mr. Johnson but are 
trowded out of this issue by lack of space. 


was more of a message than a report. 

As J. Sidney Johnson of Marshall- 
town, former president of the Iowa 
Library Association, is removing from 
the state, Miss Robinson moved that he 
be made an honorary member of the as- 
sociation, which was done.* 

Miss Nethercut in reporting the recom- 
mendations made by the American Li- 
brary Association, gave a few as follows: 


1. Federal aid for libraries 

2. <A law for library certification in 
every state 

3. State aid for school libraries 

4. Close cooperation of university 
and large libraries in the interest 
of research work 

5. Extension of library facilities to 
rural communities 


The report of the Legislative Com- 
mittee was made by Mr. Deyoe, chair- 
man. (Appears elsewhere in _ this 
number ). 

It was moved by Mr. Spaulding that 
‘*it is the sense of this meeting that the 
incoming executive board revive and put 
into effect the former certification plan.’’ 
This was seconded by Mr. Deyoe and 
carried. 

Among new business was the appoint- 
ment of a committee to prepare a report 
of the Black Hawk County experiment 
of which Miss Wieder was made chair- 
man and Miss Parmelee and Miss Story 
placed on the committee. 

Miss Nethereut called upon Miss 
Ditch to explain the plan suggested by 
the Executive Board for the presenta- 
tion of a plaque each year to an lowa 
writer. On motion of Miss Ditch, this 
plan was adopted. 

Miss Wieder presented for J. Sidney 
Johnson proposed changes in the con- 
stitution, which were printed in the last 
number of the Quarterly, these changes 
to make the Secretary of the Iowa Li- 
brary Commission and the retiring pres- 
ident each year of the lowa Library 
Association, ex-officio members of the 
Executive Board of the Iowa Library 
Association, and changing the by-laws 
to make the term of the president of the 
Iowa Library Association one year in- 
stead of two, the terms of the other of- 
ficers remaining two years. 
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After various motions and amend- 
ments, it was finally voted to make the 
retiring president each year ex-officio 
member of the Executive Board of the 
Iowa Library Association for one year, 
and to make the term of the president of 
the Iowa Library Association one year 
instead of two. 

Miss Nethereut presented her resigna- 
tion for the second year as president for 
which she was elected, to take effect at 
the end of the conference. The resigna- 
tion was accepted. 

The report of the nominating com- 
mittee, as presented at the opening ses- 
sion, was read by Mrs. Millard, chairman 
of the committee, and the secretary was 
instructed to cast the ballot which 
elected the officers for the coming year. 


President—May B. Ditch, Ottumwa 

Ist Vice President—Mrs. Jessie B. 
Gordon, Iowa City 

Secretary—Charlotte 
Webster City 

Registrar—Ruth Lumbard, Des 
Moines 

Member of Executive Board—Forrest 
B. Spaulding, Des Moines 


The 2nd vice president and treasurer 
hold office for another year. 

Invitations were received from Sioux 
City for the 1935 meeting, and a motion 
offered by Mr. Spaulding to accept this 
invitation, subject to confirmation by the 
Executive Board, was adopted. 

One of the most delightful features 
of the conference followed the close of 
the business meeting in the book talk 
given by Mrs. Robert Kerr of Grinnell 
on ‘‘Recent Books Worth Knowing.’’ 

At noon the meeting adjourned to the 
Ball Room for a Forum Luncheon, at 
which an address was given by Dr. 
Hubert Phillips of Fresno, California, 
on “‘ Social Economies of the New Deal.’’ 
This luncheon was a_ special courtesy, 
arranged for the librarians as a part of 
the Des Moines Public Forums. 


Friday Afternoon 
The afternoon was given over to 
Round Tables, beginning at 2:00 o’clock 
in rooms on the mezzanine floor of the 
hotel. Reports of these meetings will be 
given later. 


E. Crosley, 
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Friday Evening 

At 6:00 o’clock a Conference Dinner 
was served at which Dr. Harold Laneas. 
ter of Ottumwa gave a very inspiring 
address on ‘‘Trustees of the New Or. 
der,’’ Mrs. W. J. Steckel of Bloom. 
field, chairman of the Trustees’ Seetion, 
presiding. Regrets were received from 
Governor and Mrs. Herring at inability 
to be present at this dinner. 

At the close of the dinner the meeting 
adjourned to the Ball Room where the 
evening program was given, with Miss 
Nethereut presiding. A group of songs, 
given by Dr. Herbert Gould, Dean, Col- 
lege of Fine Arts of Drake University, 
opened the program. 

Following this Vera Brittain, author 
of ‘*Testament of Youth,’’ was intro 
duced and gave a thoroughly interesting 
and delightful talk on ‘‘Should Ante 
biographies Be Forbidden?’’ Miss Brit- 
tain charmed her audience by her ad- 
dress and her personality. It was an 
evening never to be forgotten by those 
present. Two impressions of Miss Brit- 
tain and her address follow. 


Saturday Morning 

This session was held in the Ball Room 
of Hotel Savery and was one of the 
most important sessions of the entire 
meeting, the subject being, ‘“‘The le 
brary of the Future in Iowa.’’ Charles 
H. Brown, chairman of the Library 
Planning Committee, presided, begin 
ning the meeting promptly at 9 o’elock. 

At Mr. Brown’s suggestion, it was 
voted that a letter should be sent to all 
the public libraries of the state, asking 
for a report of their building needs, the 
information to be ready by December Ist 
for presentation to the State Planning 
Board. 

The first speaker introduced was Dr. 
John Brindley of Des Moines, Adviser 
on Taxes, who spoke on ‘‘ Tendencies 
Taxation as Affecting Libraries.’’ 

The next speaker was C. B. Murtagh, 
State Comptroller, who stated in Tis 
address that his office is most glad @ 
cooperate with city councils in equaliz 
ing levies as far as this can be done, 
that libraries will receive most friendly 
consideration. 

Mr. Brown said that in planning for 
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the future, too much attention had been 
given to building and that there should 
he more effort given to the cultural side. 
He then introduced Dean H. H. Kildee 
of Ames, chairman of the Iowa State 
Planning Board, who spoke on The 
Work of the State Planning Board. 
Dean Kildee said that there would be an 
effort made by the board for a balanced 
program of physical and cultural plan- 
ning, and that the members of the board 
were all non-partisan and served with- 
out pay. 

William F. Riley of Des Moines, 
former chairman of the Interim Commit- 
tee on the Reduction of Governmental 
Expenditures, talked on ‘‘The Signif- 
ieance of the Brookings Report to Public 
Libraries,’ and said that libraries 
should secure the reading of this report 
by their communities, and should at- 
tempt to stimulate interest in the entire 
report. Mr. Riley said that the commit- 
tee would be glad for suggestions from 
the Iowa Library Association. 

Mrs. Eugene Henely of Grinnell, 
president, lowa Federation of Women’s 
Clubs, was then introduced and gave a 
talk on the cooperation of the club wom- 
en in lowa in doing library extension 
work. 

Mr. Brown who was forced to leave 
at this time, turned the meeting over to 
Mr. Spaulding, who not only presided 
but introduced himself as the next 
speaker, giving a talk on ‘‘The Large 
City Library in 1960.’’ Mr. Spaulding’s 
talk was fanciful, but interesting. He 
said that our large libraries are’ to be 
built of glass and steel, the printed page 
thrown upon a screen from far dis- 
tances, making reference work far more 
interesting and attractive than in this 
day. He quoted John Cotton Dana who 
said, ‘‘Publie happiness first, publie 
education next.”’ 

Miss Ditch was then presented and 
spoke on ‘‘The Future Library in a 
Smaller City,’’ giving visions of the 
future and quoting Henry Wallace, 
Glenn Frank, and others. She said that 
librarians must adapt themselves to 
changes with open minds, and made the 
practical suggestion that libraries in 
‘ommunities where there were no book 


stores might, with pecuniary profit, sell 
books as well as lend them. 

The last speaker of the morning pro- 
gram, and also of the conference, was 
Leora Lewis, director of the South Da- 
kota Library Commission, who gave an 
address on ‘‘The Future of Rural Li- 
braries.”” She urged that we should not 
talk of a county library, but of a county 
library system. 

Miss Converse then gave the final re- 
port on registration, of 197 librarians, 30 
trustees, and 13 visitors, making a total 
of 240 registered during the meeting. 

Mr. Spaulding asked for a final word 
from Mr. Compton, who replied that he 
was much interested in the planning for 
the future in lowa and thought the pro- 
gram of the morning had been most sig- 
nificant. He told of the plans for Mis- 
souri and said that he felt hopeful for 
the work of libraries. He also expressed 
himself as having greatly enjoyed his 
attendance at the meeting of the Iowa 
Library Association for 1934. 

Miss Nethereut took the chair and 
called for reports from local and general 
committees, @#mong which was that of 
the Resolutions Committee, which was 
presented by Mrs. Byers. 

Miss Nethercut in her cheery, pleasant 
manner turned the gavel over to the new 
president, Miss Ditch, who accepted it 
with a word of appreciation for the 
honor which the association had _ be- 
stowed upon her and declared the thirty- 
fourth annual meeting of the Iowa Li- 
brary Association adjourned. 

CHARLOTTE E, Crosiey, Secretary. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
LEGISLATION OF THE IOWA LI- 
BRARY ASSOCIATION 


The following tentative suggestions 
are presented for the consideration of 
Iowa librarians at the thirty-fourth an- 
nual meeting of the Iowa Library Asso- 
ciation. The committee believes that 
the association should carry on a pro- 
gressive program of education and legis- 
lation. It is important that there be 
united action against legislation un- 
favorable to libraries. It is equally im- 
portant that new legislation be initiated 
at the opportune time. 
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Librarians and trustees are urged to staff for their hospitality extended on 
secure the exemption of public libraries October 11th. 
from the tax restrictions of any bill that To Francis Asbury Robinson and the 
may be proposed similar in effect to musicians who assisted him in presenting 
supersede the Beatty-Bennett Law. ‘‘Iowa as Seen by lowa Authors.” To 
Many public libraries in Iowa were seri- Mrs. Kerr for her interesting and stimn- 
ously handicapped because of a shortage lating book talk. To Mr. Compton with 
of funds during the past biennium, appreciation of his encouraging and in- 
owing to tax limitations as provided inspiring words. 
the Beatty-Bennett Law. Public funds And for the distinction lent to the pro- 
have never been adequately supplied for gram by the part taken by Dr. More- 
the support of libraries. house; the Des Moines Public Forum; 
The extension of the library service is Dr. Gould and his music, Dr. Laneaster, 
not only desirable but imperative. Every Vera Brittain, and all others who so gen. 
person should have a publicly supported erously contributed to the success of the 
library at hand. To this end the federal, meeting. 
state, and local governments should 
share the responsibility for library sup- 
port because of the inequalities of local Gypsie N. Patron. 
taxable resources. The American Li- Added to the report of the Resolutions 


brary Association reports that . third of Committee was the following petition: 
our population has no library service We hereby request that Broadcasting Station 


Frances KENDALL Bymrs, 
MarRTHA GUENTHER, 


and another third has very little library WOT at Iowa State College in Ames, Iowa, be 
continued on its present schedule to the benefit 


of the people of this state, as well as others. 


service. 
In library service one of the chief ele- 


ments is a personnel bringing to its task IOWA LIBR. ARY ASSOCIATION 


adequate education and training. Cer- 
tification of librarians should be pro- MEMBERSHIPS PAID BETWEEN 





vided by state law as a means of improv- 
ing library service by raising the stand- 
ard of the library personnel and pre- 
venting the appointment of unqualified 
persons. The certificate regulations 
should become effective at some future 
date, not too far remote, and should not 
be retroactive so as to disqualify librar- 
ians who are giving efficient service. 
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE, 

E. JoANNA Hagey, 

Don L. Berry, 

A. M. Deyog, Chairman. 


REPORT UF THE RESOLUTIONS 
COMMITTEE 

The Iowa Library Commission wishes 
to acknowledge with thanks the cour- 
teous services rendered to the associa- 
tion by Mr. Olmsted, manager of Hotel 
Savery, and his staff of co-workers; to 
Miss Nethereut and the Iowa Library 
Commission; to the Program Commit- 
tee ; to Miss Wilson, president of the Des 
Moines Library Club; and to the Des 
Moines Library Club. 

To the trustees of the Des Moines Pub- 
lie Library and Mr. Spaulding and his 





THE JULY-SEPTEMBER QUAR- 
TERLY AND OCTOBER 10, 1934 


Ashby, Evelyn, librarian, McKinley High 


School, Cedar Rapids 
Atlantic Publie Library 1935 
Baker, Alene, staff 8S. U. I. 
Baller, F. Margaret, staff Council Bluffs 
Belmond Publie Library 
Berry, Don L., trustee, Indianola, 1935 
Birdsall, Mrs. Belle, librarian, Clarion 
Buettner, Meta, staff, Burlington 
Canon, Eva, librarian, Council Bluffs 
Carroll Public Library, 1935 
Chariton Publie Library 
Cilley, Lillie, staff, 8. U. I. 
Clarion Publie Library, 1935 
Cocks, Rev. Sampson, trustee, Indianola 
Colfax Publie Library 
Crawford, Helen, staff, Ames 
Davis, Bessie, staff, Waterloo 
Decorah Public Library 
Des Moines Public Library 
Ditech, May, librarian, Ottumwa 
Eagle Grove Public Library 
Felsenthal, Emma, staff, S. U. I. 
Fensler, Bessie, librarian, Cherokee 
Franchere, Mabel, staff, Sioux City 
Galva Publie Library, 1935 
Gaulke, Bertha, staff, Hampton 
Gould, Mabel, staff, S. U. I. 
Grand Junction Publie Library 
Greene, Doris, staff, Council Bluffs 
Harlow, Mrs. Velma, librarian, Toledo 
Hayden, Harold, staff, 8S. U. I. 
Higbie, Dorothy, librarian, Cornell College 
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Hinrick, Frieda, staff, Iowa State College 
Hinton, Clara, staff, S. U. I. 
Hunt, May, librarian, Penn College 


Jacobsen, Karl, librarian, Luther College, De- 


eorah 
Knoxville Publie Library 
LeCompte, Miriam, librarian, Corydon 
Lincoln, Gertrude, staff, Council Bluffs 
Lympus, Lois, staff, Indianola 
Masonic Library, Cedar Rapids 
Michener, Elizabeth, librarian, Oskaloosa, 1935 
Nethercut, Mary Bell, librarian, Drake Univer- 
sity 
O'Donnell, Winifred, staff, Clinton 
Oelwein, Publie Library 
Orwig, Louise, staff, Des Moines Public Library 
Oskaloosa Publie Library 
Pella Publie Library, 1935 
Primghar Publie Library, 1935 
Pritchett, Betty, librarian, Coe College 
Redman, Aletha, staff, S. U. I. 
Riceville Public Library 
Robinson, Sarita, staff, S. U. L., 1935 
Rockafellow, Doris, staff, Sioux City 


Roedell, Mrs. Minna, librarian, Jefferson Jr. 


H. 8., Dubuque 
Rohwedden, Elizabeth, staff, Clinton 
Schneider, Agnita, staff, Clinton 
Shanklin, Lucille, staff, Council Bluffs 
Shenandoah Publie Library 
Sigourney Public Library 
Smith, Inis, librarian, Simpson College 
Stilson, Claire, staff, Sioux City 
Strohbehn, Elizabeth, staff, I. S. C., Ames 
Stuart Public Library 
Sutherland, Lillian, librarian, Clinton, 1935 
Vinton Publie Library 
Wallace, Mrs. J. E., librarian, Belmond 
Watzek, Mrs. J. W., trustee, Davenport 
Waverly Publie Library, 1935 
Weinman, Mrs. H. C., trustee, Indianola 
Welsh, Marie, staff, Clinton 
Westfall, Mrs. E. B., trustee, Indianola 
Wilder, Mrs. Delphia, librarian, Greene 
Woods, Irma M., librarian, Winterset 
Memberships paid during the State Meet- 
ing are not listed. 


Memberships Paid Since the State Library 
Meeting 

Betts, Laura, Des Moines 

Emmetsburg Public Library 

Hoffman, Paula, librarian, LeMars 

Manchester Publie Library 

Neff, Grace K., librarian, Cedar Falls 


SUMMER READING PROJECTS 
EXHIBIT 


Thirteen replies were received by Miss 
Rex from libraries in regard to their 
summer programs for children. Most 
of these libraries sent posters, clippings, 
ete. to Des Moines to be exhibited. The 
list of libraries who cooperated follows: 

Carroll—Poster with balloons 


Clinton Clock with travel maps 
Council Bluffs—Posters explaining contest 





Davenport—Radio reading club posters 
Eldora—Reading aloud hour 
Indianola—Lists for reading 
Jefferson—Poster and record booklet 
Marshalltown—Pyramid record of individual 
schools. Publicity mountings and circus 
pictures 
Missouri Valley 
mer reading 


Written account of sum- 





Nashua—Character dolls dressed by children 
and a candy house for Hansel and Gretel 


Ottumwa—Folder of lists and records 

Woodbine—Balloon contest and record books 

If full explanation is desired the li- 
brary featuring the desired subject 
should be addressed. The exhibit was a 
success for which credit is due to Helen 
Rex, librarian, Spencer Publie Library, 
for supervising the exhibit, and to those 
participating. 


JOHNSON BRIGHAM RECEIVES 
IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
PLAQUE 


At a meeting of the Executive Board 
of the Iowa Library Association, held 
last May, at the suggestion of Miss 
Ditch, it was decided to follow the pre- 
cedent of the Children’s Section of the 
A. L. A. in the matter of the Newbery 
Medal and give a medal to the Iowa 
author who, in the opinion of the li- 
brarians of the state, had made the most 
outstanding contribution to literature 
during the past year (afterward fixed 
at from September 1 to September 1). 

Grant Wood was consulted by the 
president and at his suggestion the de- 
signing was placed in the hands of Chris- 
tian Petersen, then working at Ames, 
who suggested a plaque instead of a 
medal. 

The plaque, the work of Christian 
Petersen, a reproduction of which ap- 
pears on the front page of this number 
of the Quarterly, was presented to Mr. 
Brigham, according to vote of the li- 
brarians, on October 11th at the Thurs- 
day evening session of the lowa Library 
Association. 

It was the suggestion of the Executive 
Board, approved by the association at 
its business meeting, to make this an an- 
nual event if the literature of the year 
seems to warrant this recognition. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
November 1, 1933 to October 10, 1934 


Balance on hand November 1, 1933.................... ; ss $ 1,196.18 
RECEIPTS 
Dividends from the Valley Savings Bank......... ‘ ore $ 128.77 
<A CO on cocina h Gab ee é cases : 23.75 
lowa Library Association Memberships: 
ES. “Bea cia veoh Ree bees ond Dats oe a 2a eae , 434.50 
hy NR i Ohi ob kk wine ble wee aie isla we ti Podm 6 0< 90.00 
Oo TE ee ae ene a aot Sn aol 76.00 
nn ch. a tel ne 6 sos Sek iw bien) 6>e AAS bho ot eek oes 40.00 
SEE FS IE es a oe ae ie a 793.02 
EY er SE bv o Oaldbe's cna see aN dmacece cence a $ 1,989.20 
DISBURSEMENTS 
Liebow Printing Company (Stationery)....................00-. $ 17.50 
Expenses of Executive Board meeting, December, 1933 ‘ 23.00 
Mrs. 1. H. Gray, Supplies....... Pret re aa eed wes : .75 
es es SO, 6 cen dncwe se¥ipbwe ses eenses A 25.00 
a an a ee ae ee iw dope be 13.20 
Expenses of district meetings: 
OE EE ee eee ere $ 39.02 
Dh - th ateen be ve ahd CRRA KRO ERR Ob Oeb eed ‘ 13.40 
I -ds ocak gat smkone is eb be bhdeeesee 0 21.85 74.24 
i i. . 44 Loi) ul dee Peek eeb ae Shee ea sake cues ee 5.00 
Expenses of Executive Board meeting, May, 1934.............. 26.93 
Expenses of Executive Board meeting, September, 1934........ ; 18.56 
i O0e. nS, vos s ceieweabeecacctiesevess va ate 189 
rr 2. ks cea pet ed eesbeaseedsecesucs 21.80 
i i Co . 2 os eae se cies ee ceadeeeces ; 4.75 
i Cr ¢ids ds bMad eeRb > heb be serieccctecevacs re 2.76 
Government tax on checks. ..............565.- Sai aamban De we 30 
i On es da oe eau ewan olwihe bo 3 235.71 
Balance on hand October 10, 1934............-..-..4.. 1,753.49 $ 1,989.20 


*These bills belong with the expenses of the I. L. A. Meeting, but were paid before the meeting 
and included in the previous report. 


October 11, to December 5, 1934 





SE SE ee ee ee ne ad $ 1,753.49 
RECEIPTS 
lowa Library Association memberships: 
DE 6 wulbo nuded hae éE RCC rE ROHS sede by 49.00 
rR es a in edie wi ceten eke awe 65.00 
i 2 . a dun ae oe bee hae Ya ae wee we Ob O08 16.00 
ee ee ne ey Pe ene 33.00 
>on eis cee nS ade eee # 14.00 
Cee ree es Serer: es ee ae 15.00 
——————-_ 192.00 
rr i i Oe Se ae ee ee ae ae a 116.00 
Tickets to Vera Brittain lecture................. 99.01 
Tickets to luncheons and dinners................ 212.60 
ee ee 5.00 624.61 
Detel tp aacswmet foe. 2 iis cccccsees whe $ 2,378.10 
DISBURSEMENTS 
Expenses of the I. L. A. meeting, October 11-13, 1934: 
Speakers— 
E.G Sars aavhcbheeheed sneha te med $ 250.00 
i A, . . 6 son's ode we tbe baa 25.00 
Mrs. Robert Kerr.... itn bee + Mek an 25.00 
Charles H. Compton (expenses)............ 29.15 
Leora J. Lewis (expenses)....... eee, * 33.04 
Francis A. Robinson (musicians)........... 18.00 380.19 
Ns ae in eh alerg/ nw Vat 0.6 kde wie 4 ao 9.16 
nh: <i Tn. 2.6 oie a 5.40 eebien aeie eae 211.71 
a airs a a a Gin wo dk WE SS oe WR ene on ale roel 10.00 
Christian Petersen (I. L. A. Plaque).......... 75.00 
Telephone, telegrams, draft............. yan 4.14 
Authors’ and Librarians’ tea................ 16.46 
Printing: 
Liebow Printing Company........ Pi wan ee 4.00 
Se SD SINE. odie cco wew e's ve wns wad 4.00 
ieapatedintepians 8.00 
Expense in connection with exhibits............ 29 20 
Vase broken at the Regional Conference, 1932.... 12.00 
Exchange and tax on checks................. + .85 
ei Pe es dn ons chhs dupns $ 756.71 


Balance on hand December 5, 1934....... y $ 1,621.39 $ 2,378.10 
. Evizapetu J, HoioKk, Treasurer. 
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VERA BRITTAIN CAME TO IOWA 
By Alice C. Weitz 


The average reader seeing such a title 
might easily inquire, ‘* Who eares if she 
did?’’ It probably wouldn’t have mat- 
tered whether she did or not had it not 
heen that she met a particular group at 
a particular time when just such a 
stimulus to a clearer evaluation of a 
hook content was needed. 

A rut is ‘‘something one gets into by 
treading the same path too unbrokenly’”’ 
and from which one can be rescued only 
by an unexpected life line thrown from 
a transient and quite unheralded ship. 
Into this colorless routine of an average 
library convention came Vera Brittain 
with her warmth of human understand- 
ing, her delectable English brogue, her 
shimmering intellect — a classicist of 
color and a modernist with superb tonal 
qualities—to redeem self-told stories of 
human experience from the ash-heap of 
contemptuous eriticism. 

Miss Brittain thinks that there is no 
particular virtue in keeping one’s self 
to one’s self, especially if what is re- 
vealed has significance to the contem- 
porary world and is put forth with 
beauty and restraint. Her defense of 
the autobiography as a_ work of art, 
worthy of higher consideration than this 
prevailing contemptuous attitude, was 
that as a method of ‘‘explaining a cer- 
tain class or nation or race, or even a 
single individual to the world, it has 
amoral value and as such is entitled to 
a place in literature.’ 

“Some people have but one story,”’ 
stated Miss Brittain. ‘‘ They cannot write 
novels or plays or poems, but they can 
write their own life stories. There is 
no limit to the way human beings can 
help each other by the revelations of 
how much they have in common with 
one another.’’ 

Beginning 
“Confessions ’”’ 
“Apologia’’ 


with St. Augustine’s 
and Cardinal Newman’s 
down through the autobi- 
ographical accounts of Cicero and Pliny. 
the political memoirs of Tallyrand and 
Franklin, the religious writings of Bun- 
yan and Newton, she wandered with her 
audience limping slowly behind until 
she reached the later personal recollec- 


tions of Ellen Terry, George Moore, 
Marie Bashkirtsev, Gertrude Atherton. 
and her own recent, ‘‘Testament of 


Youth,’’ proving every step of the way 
the precious contribution of each written 
record. 

It was a brilliant pageant which left 
me clinging weakly to the bench in an 
agony of remorse for my sins of omis- 
sion. And still I am glad she came. The 
repose of her diminutive figure matched 
her scintillating mind and was restful. 


From the Monthly Club Letter of the Towa 
Authors Club, we the following concern- 
ing Miss Brittain: 

Mrs. Frederick W. Weitz, who was to 
the visiting author on her arrival at the 
tion, had been warned previously to pick out 
the traveller with the largest piles of luggage 


copy 


meet 
sta- 


and truly enough by this means readily 
identified Miss Brittain (in private life the 
wife of a British economist). En route on a 


lecture tour of forty engagements, the lecturer 
was feminine enough to wish to carry plenty 
of costumes along. 

Driving the visitor around Des Moines was 
quite a pleasure, according to Mrs. Weitz. 
Frankly enjoying our Middle West, Miss Brit- 
tain inquired about the capitol buildings which 
had been pointed out to her in every state 
capital, and wondered what in the world went 
on inside, (a point occasionally mysterious to 
the rest of us, too). She thought it strange 
that the state and federal governments didn’t 
get mixed up, and was curious as to the 
nature of the strictly American ‘‘ Funeral 
Home,’’ of which Des Moines offers a number 
of fine examples.... 

Miss Brittain’s only regret was that she 
hadn’t time to drive to Amana, which her hus- 
band had cabled her to visit, if possible. 


Ten Best Books on the War Suggested by 
Miss Brittain and to Her by an 
English Critic 


Winston Churehill—The World Crisis 


Ludendorff—Concise Memoirs 
Kaiser Wilhelm— Memoirs 
Siegfried Sassoon 


Memoirs of a Fox-hunting Man 
Memoirs of an Infantry Officer 


Enrich -All Quiet on the Western 
Front 

Paul Alverik—The 

Jan Hasek—The Good 

Anthology of Verse—‘‘ Valour 
(publisher, Martin Hopkinson) 

Vera Brittain—Testament of Youth 


Remarque 


Whistler’s Room 
Soldier Sehweik 
and Vision’’ 


PLANNING COMMITTEE 
A meeting of the Planning Commit- 
tee of the Lowa Library Association was 
held in the Library Commission office on 
Tuesday, December 4, 1934. There were 
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present, Mr. Milam, Secretary, Ameri- 

ean Library Association; Misses Ditch, 

Hagey, Robinson, Canon, and Nether- 

eut; Mr. Williams, representing Miss 

Samuelson; Mr. Spaulding, Mr. Deyoe, 

Mr. Berry, and Mr. Brown. 

The following objectives were agreed 
upon : 

(a) The state should see that library service 
is available to every citizen of the state. 
This statement does not imply that the 
state itself should furnish such service, 
but it should assume the final responsibil- 
ity as it does in the case of the school. 
The state requires that school facilities be 
provided for every child of school age. 

(b) Regional libraries should be established 
without necessarily replacing present li- 
brary activities. Local initiative, support 
and control should be encouraged. 

(¢) Sehool and public libraries should be 
closely co-ordinated in their functioning. 

(4) All librarians performing professional 
duties should be certificated. 





IOWA SUMMER LIBRARY SCHOOL 
SOCIETY 


The annual meeting of the Iowa Sum- 
mer Library School Society was held 
during the Iowa Library Association 
meeting on October 11, 1934 at Hotel 
Savery. Thirty-two members’ were 
seated at the tables. After the dinner 
Elizabeth Walpole, president, called the 
meeting to order and the report of the 
secretary-treasurer was read and ap- 
proved. Dues to the amount of $8.00 
were collected. Members of the loan 
committee were announced by the presi- 
dent as follows: for one year, Elsie Dann 
of Cherokee; for two years, Laura Me- 
Rill of Marshalltown; and for three 
years, Miriam Le Compte of Corydon, 
Emma Felsenthal of Iowa City being 
representative of the Iowa Summer Li- 
brary School and Miss Robinson perma- 
nent chairman. 

On motion of Berdena Jay, it was 
voted that $3.00 be allowed for flowers 
for Miss Tyler,* who recently was oper- 
ated upon for cataract. The report of 
the nominating committee was given by 
the chairman, Mrs. Halden, as follows: 
President, Mrs. Lura Sanders of Al- 
gona; vice-president, Mrs. Gertrude 

*Letter of appreciation has since been received, but 


lack of space in this number has crowded out its 
printing. 


Nelson of Audubon;  secretary-treas. 
urer, Blanche I. Hackett of Lake City, 
and these officers were declared elected 
to serve for the coming year. The pro- 
gram was concluded by a roll call in 
which each member stood, gave her name 
and address, and her year in library 
school. 

Treasurer’s Report 
Balance on hand October 1, 1934 
Dues received at annual meeting 


Disbursements— 
Flowers 


Balance 


N. B.—There is a trust certificate of $54.64, 
which is not available. 


COMMITTEE ON LIBRARY TER. 
MINOLOGY—VOLUNTEERS 
WANTED 


The Committee on Library Ter- 
minology was appointed in the summer 
of 1931. It originated in a Committee 
on Terminology of the Board of Eduea- 
tion for Librarianship. After a study of 
plans of procedure, review of the work 
done on library terminology, reading for 
terms and definitions began intensively 
in January, 1934. 

Three hundred thirty-five volumes 
have been assigned to readers since 
January, 1934. At least as many more 
have been listed to be read. Other 
sources have not yet been listed. 

Six thousand, six hundred seventy 
ecards, including all the cards containing 
definitions and one card for each term 
without definition had been filed in one 
alphabet at Chapel Hill by June 18, 
1934. A great many more have been 
filed since then and many, many more 
are still in the hands of the sub-chair- 
men and the readers. 

At Montreal, the Junior Members 
Round Table expressed their interest 
and their membership is being lined up 
by their chairman to assist in this wo 

The Committee on Library Terminol- 
ogy is anxious to complete the reading 
of the literature for terms, definitions, 
and abbreviations, as soon as possible, 
have experts evaluate the definitions 
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found and formulate others, get the 
profession ’s criticism of them, and get 
them into use. Can you help? The 
committee will send directions for the 
work, and cards on which to make the 
citations. Definitions are indicated, not 
copied; a code number represents 
author, title, edition note, date, ete., of 
the book. 

If you are willing to help in this work, 
write to the chairman of the Committee 
on Library Terminology, University of 
North Carolina, Chapel Hill, N. C. 

Susan Grey AKers, Chairman. 


RURAL SCHOOL BOOK REVIEWS 


During Book Week the Secretary of 
the Library Commission had the pleas- 
ure of returning to her home town and 
revisiting the library where her appren- 
tieeship and first library work was done 
—the Carnegie-Stout Library at Du- 
buque. 

She was proud of her alma mater, if 
so it might be called. It was most beau- 
tifully clean and orderly, very attractive 
with Book Week displays of various 
kinds, and busy as a library should be. 

On Saturday Miss Robinson spoke to 
the rural teachers of the county in re- 
sponse to an invitation from Mrs. 
Adams and Mr. Flynn, County Super- 
intendent of Schools, and on Monday 
to the department of the Women’s 
Club, which is especially helpful to 
Mrs. Adams in her county work. 

Following her talk (and this is the 
reason for this item) pupils from two of 
the rural schools which enjoy the county 
book service, gave reviews of the follow- 
ing books in a most interesting and at- 
tractive way. The secretary would be 
delighted to feel that her part of the 
program had been as well done. And 
were it not for this county service, 
sponsored by Mrs. Adams, these children 
would know nothing of these and many 
other books which they have enjoyed. 


Center Grove—Helen Wilson, teacher 

“Child’s Garden of Verses’’—reviewed by 
Helen Mueller 

“Man Without a Country’’—by Rita Mae 
Kaiser 

= of the Mohicans’’—by Robert Con- 
nolly 


Rockdale—Bertille Connolly, teacher 
**Little Sally Dutcher’’—reviewed by Ruth 
Hall 
‘*Doetor Doolittle’’—by Merlin Papke 
‘*The Story of Frogs and Fishes’’ from 


‘*Prose and Poetry’’—by Gladys Werner 
**Helen’s Babies’’—by Ruth Longueville 


SCHOOL LIBRARY NOTES 
LIBRARY SECTION IOWA STATE 
TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 


The Library Section of the Iowa State 
Teachers’ Association held two meetings 
during the annual convention, Novem- 
ber 1-2, 1934, both at the Iowa Library 
Commission, with Carrie O. Larson, pre- 
siding. 

The program of the Thursday after- 
noon meeting consisted of a most helpful 
talk, ‘‘How the Library Commission 
Can Help the Schools,’’ by Julia A. 
Robinson, Seeretary, Iowa Library Com- 
mission; and an address, ‘‘The High 
School Library and Its Relationship to 
the School,’’ by Harriet A. Wood, School 
Library Supervisor, Minnesota. Miss 
Wood was assisted by H. Ruth Mon- 
tague of the Council Bluffs Publie Li- 
brary. 

It was indeed a privilege, a pleasure, 
and an inspiration to listen to Miss 
Wood and have her as our guest speaker. 
Following her talk, B. C. Berg, superin- 
tendent of schools, Newton, conducted a 
most helpful forum discussion. 

The first half of the second meeting 
was held at a luncheon on Friday, 
November 2nd, at 1:00 P. M., at the 
Cherry Tea Garden. Carrie O. Larson, 
president, introduced the person to her 
right and thus in turn each librarian 
was introduced. The luncheon program 
consisted of an informal talk, ‘‘A Sum- 
mer at the Columbia University Library 
School’’ by Aleta J. Malmberg, libra- 
rian, Junior and Senior High School, 
Newton. 

At 2:30 P. M. the meeting adjourned 
to the Library Commission for the con- 
eluding part of the program. This 
opened with the annual business meet- 
ing at which time the following officers 
were elected for the year 1934-1935: 


President—Ferne M. Warsinske, 
Thomas Jefferson High School, 
Council Bluffs 
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Secretary—Mrs. Lura C. Long, North 

High School, Des Moines 
It was decided to have a representa- 
tive to furnish the School Notes for the 
Iowa Library Quarterly and Aleta J. 
Malmberg was appointed to do this. 

Then followed a program which was 
most interesting and instructive on 
‘*Magazines in the High School Li- 
brary’’ by Ferne M. Warsinske, and 
‘*Book Selection for the High School 
Library’’ by Catherine Cruikshank, 
Fort Dodge. 

At the conclusion, Ada Wood of the 
Ames High School Library, conducted a 
round table discussion, which proved 
most helpful. Meeting adjourned. 
Aveta J. MaumBere, Secretary. 


THE HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY AND 
ITS RELATIONSHIP TO THE 
SCHOOL* 

By Harriet A. Wood 





Function 

Levels Junior High Senior High 

Organization and other duties of the school 
libraries 


Administrative duties 

Planning policies and program 

Making the budget 

Relating library to study hall 

Arranging room and equipment 

Handling classroom libraries 

Making reports 

Edueational duties 

Improving teaching 
Book reports 
Professional reading 
General reading 

Planning library 

Adjusting pupils’ difficulties 

Discovering reading interests and planning 
psychologically sound incentives (not 
contests ) 

Assuming the eomplicated bibliographic 
and reference work based upon personal 
reading and study 

Technical duties are 
Selecting, acquiring and accessioning 
books, and other printed matter and 
supplies 
Classifying and cataloging 
Shelflisting and inventory 
Organizing lending system 
Conclusion 


*Outline of address at Library Section State Teachers 
Association, November 1, 1934. 


EXECUTIVE BOARD 
The Executive Board met in the of- 
fice of the Iowa Library Commission on 
Tuesday, December 11th, and among 
other items of business, voted to hold 
the 1935 Fall Meeting in Sioux City. 
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Library News of the State 














Albia—Mrs. James A. Palmer has been ap- 
pointed a member of the library board to qj 
the unexpired term of Mrs. K. R. Marvin, 
who has removed to Ames, 

Alton—A series of ‘‘radio broadeasts’’ 
through newspaper articles are to be carried 
on by Miss Pitts. Through these the public 
is being introduced to the different phases 
of library work by officials and others who 
are supposedly broadcasting the information 
with Miss Pitts, who as announcer introduces 
the speakers. It is a clever piece of library 
publicity. ? 

Burlington—Loraine Gilman, a member of 
the library staff, was married during Septem- 
ber to Edward P. Cole of Dallas, Texas, 
where Mr. and Mrs. Cole will reside, 

Chariton—Mrs. Elmer Gookin has been 
named a member of the library board in place 
of Mrs. Elizabeth Crips, who recently died. 

On Thursday, November 15th, the Chariton 
Women’s Club and the Chariton Community 
Club united in a dinner celebrating the 30th 
anniversary of the establishment of the l- 
brary. The dinner, at which 150 were pres 
ent, was held in the Methodist Chureh where 
the dedicatory program was given thirty 
years ago. Mr. Brigham, who gave the ad- 
dress on the dedication oceasion, spoke at 
this time. Other guests from abroad took 
part on the program of which Forrest B. 
Spaulding, librarian, Des Moines Public Li- 
brary, was the principal speaker. 

Walter Dewey, whose mother, Mrs, Vie 
toria Dewey, was one of the leaders in the 
early library movement, acted as toastmaster. 
Associated with Mrs. Dewey in the starting 
of the library was Margaret Brown, now Mn. 
John P. Herrick, who was librarian on the 
opening of the Carnegie building. 

Telegrams of greeting and congratulation 
were received from Miss Alice Tyler, then 
secretary of the Iowa Library Commission, 
and Mrs. Herrick. 

Council Bluffs—Instruction in the use of 
the library was given to twenty-two seventh 
and eighth grade classes and eighteen ninth 
grade during September and ‘October, ; 

The library has increased its hours this 
winter, and is now open every evening until 
9 o’clock, but is closed on Sunday. 

During Book Week a marionette show was 
given for the members of the Vacation Read- 
ing Club, one-hundred members of which have 
read and reported on ten books during the 
summer, A young high school girl wrote the 
play, and with the assistance of three younge 
children was entirely responsible for the pe 
formance, which was a very creditable one. 

Several radio talks are to be given @ 
December by members of the library oa 
the Chamber of Commerce radio hour. 
program is designed to inform the 








FESR FATES Ss 





shout the various community institutions, 
and the library welcomes the opportunity for 
this type of publicity. 

Davenport—Esther A. Baird of Washing- 
ton, Pa., a Wiseonsin Library School gradu- 
ate, has been employed as Extension assist- 
ant. Her work as assistant in the County 
Department of the Fort Wayne, Ind., Public 
Library has given her experience which fits 
her for her work in this library. 

Des Moines—Library Club—The September 
meeting of the club was held at the Meredith 
Publishing Company with Mildred Othmer 
Peterson, general assistant of the Des Moines 
Public Library, as speaker on the experiences 
of her recent European trip. 

For the November meeting a dinner was 
served at the Drake University dormitory 
and the program was held in the Drake 
Lounge at which Dr. Stella Mason of Mason 
City spoke on her two months’ sojourn in 
Russia and Siberia. 

Des Moines Public Library—The chil 
dren’s room at the public library has been 
transformed into a men’s reading room where 
men with leisure time on their hands may 
read or studv. The room, which has been 
furnished with books, magazines and news 
papers, is being well patronized, 
Dubuque—The library has purchased two 
of Grant Wood’s pictures, ‘‘ Victorian Sur- 
vival,’’ and ‘‘Appraisal,’’ from the interest 
of the Lull Art Fund. Mrs. Mary EF, .Lull 
left to the librarv #5.000. the interest to be 
used in the purchase of works of art for the 
Art. Room. 

Dubuque—County Work—Catherine Seitz, 
who has assisted Mrs. Adams during the past 
year, has now been regularly appointed to 
that work by the County Emergenev Relief. 
Miss Seitz is a trained librarian and her help 
adds greatly to the efficiency of the service. 
Indepenidence—Harriet Lake, for many 
years a member of the library board, has re 
signed her membership and has been sue 
ceeded by Mrs. Fred Lumbert. 

Indianola—Among the various activities 
of the library during the fall and early win 
ter were instructions in the use of the library 
given by Miss McCoy to the school students 
in September. Also in the same month 
forums were held in the library, modeled 
after the Des Moines forums, a Janesse Art 
display was held in October, and an Open 
House with program and displays on Novem 
ber 11th, 

Iowa City Library Club—Lucile Morsch 
has been elected president of the club, sue 
teeding Robert A. Miller, who has been 
granted a year leave from his work in the 
University libraries, 

_lowa City University Libraries—Branch 
libraries have been opened in the Quadrangle 
of the men’s dormitory and also in the Law 
Commons. The Quadrangle library is the 
second of the dormitory libraries, the first 
being in Currier Hall, 

The following changes in the personnel of 
the staff have taken place. J. Harris Gable 


will be Superintendent of the Exchange De- 
partment until September 1, 1935. 

_ Elizabeth G, Robb has been appointed jun 
lor cataloger and Marion Kanak, formerly 
junior assistant in the catalog department 
is attending the University of Illinois Li 
brary School this year. 

Iowa Falls—Files of The Citizen and the 
old lowa Falls Sentinel, covering more than 
fifty years will be placed in the library by 
The Citizen, whose property they are. Special 
shelving has been provided for their care. 

Marengo-— A course of instruction in the 
use of the library has been given to the Eng 
lish classes of the high school by Miss Hos 
tetter. 

Mrs. Robert Kerr of Grinnell recently spoke 
to a group of women at the library and gave 
great pleasure in her discussion of books, 
old and new. A silver offering was taken to 
defray the expenses of the meeting and tea 
was served at the close of the address. 

Marshalltown—The Marshalltown Repub- 
lican took notice of the fact that Miss Story 
completed ten years of service as librarian on 
November Ist, with reference to improve 
ments and extension of service within that 
time. 

Newton—Mrs. L. B. Maytag has resigned 
her position on the library board because of 
continued absence from the city. 

Mrs. Beatryce Mogenson has also resigned 
as assistant and has been succeeded by Lucile 
Me Murray. 

Paton—Mrs. Birdie Hansen has _ been 
elected librarian to take the place of Mrs. 
Mabel Paterson who died. 

Washington—Rev. A. A. Vinz has been ap 
pointed a member of the library board to 
follow Mrs. Elder who has resigned. 


NEW LIBRARIES 


Projects for the establishment of community 
libraries have been inaugurated at Fayette, 
Havelock, Monona, Postville, Rolfe, Wilton 
Junction, where Mrs. Charles E. Kelly, formerly 
librarian at Schaller has been appointed li 
brarian, and at Zearing. 


GIFTS AND BENEFITS 

The largest gifts to be reported this month 
are one of $1,000 left to the Charles City Pub 
lie Library by the will of the late Mrs. Kate 
G. Ellis, in former years a member of the li- 
brary board. The interest from this amount is 
to be used for the purchase of books of science. 

Also one by the will of Elsie B. Dann, who 
recently died at Cherokee, who left $1,000, $50 
of the principle, together with the income from 
the balance each year to be used in buying 
children’s books for the Eagle Grove Public 
Library. The fund is to be known as the Anna 
Mae Dann Memorial Fund, in memory of her 
sister. 

At Ladora, Seott Ingraham has donated to 
the city a building in which the library has 
been placed. 

Alton has received a gift of $50.00 from 
the ladies of the Trinity church of that town. 
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Bedford and Elkader report gifts of money 
for the purchase of books from various in- 
dividuals and organizations, the latter from 
three organizations. 

The following libraries have received gifts 
of books or magazines in numbers varying from 
one to one hundred, some from more than one 
source: Battle Creek, Belle Plaine (2 gifts), 
Clarksville, DeWitt, Eddyville, Greene, Gris- 
wold, Hawkeye, Jefferson, Manly, Preston, 
Sheffield (2 gifts), Strawberry Point, Toledo, 
(Juvenile Home), West Union (2 gifts) and 
Williamsburg. Pictures, etc., have been given 
to a number of other libraries. 

Several places are asking for the donation 
of books for the library. 

At Bedford money is being raised for the 
purchase of needed books by the sale of tin 
containers in which pies may be earried. The 
boxes were donated by A. D. Hahn, manager of 
the Rialto Theater, and were decorated by 
ladies of the community. 


DEATHS 

Howard Buswell, janitor of the Jefferson 
Public Library, died during October after 
three weeks serious illness. 

The length of Mr. Buswell’s service we 
do not know, but we do know that it was 
characterized by interest in the library, not 
only in its cleanliness, but in its attractive- 
ness, by faithfulness, promptness, and care- 
fulness in all his work. 

W. G. Clark, a trustee of the Corydon Pub- 
lic Library, died at his home in Corydon on 
September 12. During his twelve years of 
membership on the library board he gave 
interested and conscientious attention to the 
needs of the library, and his services will be 
greatly missed by the board and the patrons 
of the library. 

W. J. Conmey,’ for over twenty veare a 
valuable member of the Anamosa Library 
Board, passed away in his sleep during the 
night of September 27th. Mr. Conmey’s in- 
tegrity and good judgment, combined with 
his willingness to be of service, made him 
an asset to his community, and the organi- 
zations with which he was connected. 

Elsie B. Dann, children’s librarian of the 
Cherokee Public Library, died at her home 
in Cherokee on Saturday, December Ist. She 
had been in poor health for some time. 

Miss Dann became librarian of the Eagle 
Grove Public Library in 1913 and resigned 
this position to become children’s librarian 
at Cherokee in 1920, which position she ac- 
ceptably filled until the time of her death. 
Previous to taking up her library work, she 
had taught in the Eagle Grove schools. Miss 
Dann attended the Iowa Summer Library 
School in 1922. 

L. M. Guenther, a member of the Maquo- 
keta library board, died in June as the result 
of an automobile accident. Mr. Guenther had 
been a member for a comparatively short 
time, but during that time had been useful 
to the library. 

The Fort Dodge library board has met with 
a loss in the death of Judge E. M. McCall, 
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which occurred late in October. Judge Me. 
-Call was appointed on the board in Fe 
1928, and served as vice president since that 
time. Previous to his moving to Fort 
Judge McCall had been a member of 
Nevada library board, and in both places 
had given the library interested and valuable 
service. 

The death of Mrs. W. W. Overholser oy 
September 15th removed from the Sibley ji- 
brary board a useful member of long stand- 
ing. Mrs. Overholser was a member of the 
association library board and served on the 
committee appointed to circulate a petition 
for the establishment of a library and be- 
came a member of the board upon its inaugu- 
ration. She was elected president in 1929 
and held this office until July, 1933, 

Mrs. Eugene Schipfer, a member of the 
Sigourney library board, died on October 29th 
after an illness of several months. She was 
appointed on the board in 1922 and has been 
chairman of the book committee for the past 
five years, having served on the committee 
previous to that time. She was a genial, 
active member, attended board meetings reg- 
ularly, and was always ready for extra serv- 
ice. 

Notice comes of the death in Pasadena, 
during October, of Mrs. D. W. Norris. This 
may mean little to our library workers of 
today, but to Mrs. Norris, as chairman of 
the Library Extension Committee of the Iowa 
Federation of Women’s Clubs, Iowa is largely 
indebted for the movement which resulted in 
the establishment of the Iowa Library Com- 
mission in 1900, on which she served for thir- 
teen years before removing to California, 

Also, during her residence in Grinnell in 
those early days she was influential in in 
teresting Joel Stewart in a public library for 
Grinnell, and later he donated funds for the 
creation of the present library building. 

It is well to remember the pioneers who 
helped in the early development of libraries 
in Iowa, and we wish here to pay a tribute of 
gratitude to Mrs. Norris for her work 80 
untiringly carried on until the objective of 
her efforts was reached. 


BOOK AND PERIODICAL 


EXCHANGE 

The New Hampton Public Library wishes 
last year’s and this year’s issues of the Liter- 
ary Digest. Will any library which has this 
magazine to dispose of please correspond 
Bessie W. Porter, librarian. 

The Library Commission has a number of 
unbound Midland Monthlies, both in complete 
volumes and in single numbers. These will 
given to any library in the state asking for 
them. This is an important set of books which 
every library should have. 

The Library Commission also has a number 
of unbound A. L. A. Bulletins, both in com 
plete volumes and in single numbers, which 
will be given to libraries asking for them. The 
only eost for these, as well as the Midland 
Monthly, will be the transportation. If inter 
ested write to Miss Robinson. 
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